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Trinity Lutheran Church 
146 Reserve Road, West Seneca, NY  14224 

(716) 674-9188 
 

E-Mail:  trinitylutheranchurch146@verizon.net 

Website:  www.trinitywestseneca.com 

Pastor:  Rev. Dennis Krueger - 997-5666 
 

  

Trinity Christian School 
(716) 674-5353 

 

E-Mail: jbabcock@thinktrinitychristian.com 

Website:  www.thinktrinitychristian.com 

Principal:  Mrs. Kathleen Fretthold 
 
 

Worship Services 
 

Saturday at 5:00pm (in the church) 
 

Sunday at 9:30am (in the church) 
 

On-line at "www.trinitywestseneca.com" 

  
Welcome Visitors and Guests!  Thank you for coming to worship God with us today!  We 

believe that the Spirit of God had a hand in your coming.  We trust that God's Word and this 

special time in worship will be a continuing blessing to you.  Come again!    
 
 
  



REFORMATION DAY 
 

 

October 24, 2020  ~  5:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

Does it ever feel like things are falling apart all around you? The writer of today’s 
psalm, Psalm 46, sure did! He speaks of mountains being moved, waters roaring, 
nations raging, and kingdoms tottering. Yet, in even in the midst of these life-shaking 
events, he’s confident that one thing remains unmoved—the Lord. “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). The same God is your 
refuge, too. In Christ Jesus, you are saved, not only from the troubles of this world, 
but also from sin, death, and that old evil foe, the devil.  

 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
PIANO PRELUDE      "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"     Martin Luther 
 
WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 46:1–3 
 

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 
People: a very present help in trouble. 
 

Pastor: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
People: though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
 

Pastor: though its waters roar and foam, 
People: though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

 



HYMN                                 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”         
[Martin Luther.  Public Domain] 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev'ry need 
That hath us now o'ertaken. 

The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 

With might of ours can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 
Whom God himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
Of sab-a-oth Lord, 

And there's none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 

Though devils all the world should fill, 
All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill, 
They shall not overpow'r us. 
This world's prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us non, 

He's judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 

The Word they still shall let remain 
Nor any thanks have for it; 

He's by our side upon the plain 
With his good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

Though these all be gone, 
Our vict'ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

 
 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 
People: O Lord, our God, we confess that during times in our lives when it 

feels as though the earth gives way and the mountains fall into the 
sea, we have not looked to You as our fortress and strength. Too 
often we look to ourselves, not fearing, loving, and trusting in You 
above all things. We humbly ask that for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: “For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:22b–24) 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O God, our refuge and strength, always present in trouble, silence our 
fears when Your good creation seems out of control and evil appears to run 
rampant. 

People: Like the dawning of a new day, dispel the darkness of our hearts and 
renew confident faith in Your constant presence and gracious 
protection; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 46      (God is our refuge and strength.) 
 

All: The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 

 

Men: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

 

Women: though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
 



Pastor: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 

Men: God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
God will help her when morning dawns. 

 

Women: The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

He utters His voice, the earth melts. 
 

All: The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Men: The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Women: Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

how He has brought desolations on the earth. 
 

Pastor: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
He burns the chariots with fire. 

 

Men: “Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth!” 

 

Women: The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

All: The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
EPISTLE:     Romans 3:19–28  
 

(We need not fear the Law’s accusation, for we are justified by grace.) 
 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under 

the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held 

accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s 

sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of 

our sin. 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 

known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given 

through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 

Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and 

all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 

Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 

shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.  



He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he 

had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate 

his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 

those who have faith in Jesus. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law 

that requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we 

maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL:     John 8:31–36      
 

(We are freed from slavery to sin; we are free indeed.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 

teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the 

truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never 

been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to 

sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it 

forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  
HYMN OF THE DAY               "Thy Strong Word"                             (v 1, 2, 3, 5)  

[Text: Martin H. Franzmann □ 1969 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved.  
 Reprinte dunder OneLicense.net #A-715126.  Tune: Public domain] 

 

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
At Thy speaking it was done. 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 
Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 



 Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 
Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 
And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

  

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluia without end! 

 
SERMON:    "Emancipation!  The Truth Sets You Free!"    John 8:31-36 
 
NICENE CREED  
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth       
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and 
was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life           
of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all people in 
their varied circumstances. 
 

Pastor: O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble, strengthen 
the Church here and wherever it gathers around Your Word and celebrates 
the blessed Sacraments. Grant confident faith to clergy and laity, pastors in 
congregations and missionaries in distant lands, elders in the faith and 
newly baptized alike. Help us to put all our trust in Your protection and 
power. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Strong Creator, wherever people call out to You as the earth gives way, 
mountains move into the heart of the sea, and mountains tremble, hear 
their cries and keep them safe. Awaken courage and wisdom in those who 
search and rescue, those who provide physical and spiritual counsel, and 
those who offer long-term support of body and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: O Holy Spirit, when nations rage and kingdoms totter, use the earthly 
powers that be to move the nations and their leaders to seek ways toward 
peace with their neighbors and stability within their borders. You, who 
make wars cease to the end of the earth, provide courage and compassion 
to all who work for peace and protection as they are deployed abroad and 
all who maintain concord and order within our communities. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, stream joy and gladness to those who wait for the dawning 
of a new day, those dealing with long-term ills, unemployment, 
discrimination, unjust imprisonment, strife in their families, and the loss of 
loved ones, [especially . . .]. Assure them that You are with them, even now 
a very present help in trouble. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord of hosts, worthy to be exalted among the nations, into Your almighty 
hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray. Hear our prayer 
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.         
People: And also with you. 
 

 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have justified us by 
Your grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. You put 
Your Son forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. 
 

Pastor: Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD         
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   

Amen. 

  

 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
  

                                    “By Grace I’m Saved”  
[Christian Scheidt / Kornelius Heinrich Dretzel.  Public Domain] 

 

By grace, I'm saved, grace free and boundless; 
My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? 
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No; then this word must true remain: 

By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

By grace God's Son, our only Savior, 
Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit  
That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

That brought him from his heav'nly throne. 
 

By grace!  This ground of faith is certain; 
As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, 
What in his Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace - grace through his Son. 

 

By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
In tribulation's furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
The Father's heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

By grace!  On this I'll rest when dying; 
In Jesus' promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart's condition, 
I also know my Savior's voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 
THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.   Thanks and praise to You, heavenly Father, for in this 
Sacrament You have again assured us that we are freed from the wrath 
due us for our sins and freed to serve You in joy. Help us to trust firmly in 
Your forgiveness and guidance each day until faith turns to sight; for the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 

 
HYMN                    “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”           

 [Luther / Winkworth / Klug.  Public domain] 
 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 
For you are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 [Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.] 

 

 

Serving Us 
 

Pastor ... Rev. Dennis Krueger 

Organist … Katherine Herman 

Piano ... Jean Newton 

Trumpet ... Larry Thompson 

Singers ... Linda Meissner, Marie Thompson 

Altar … Kathy Stephan 

Deacon … Jerry Meissner 

Financials … Dave & Jane Sirgey, Duane & Sarah Gabel           


